
Gosport Society – Spring Newsletter 2020. 

Dear Members. 

Welcome to the Spring Newsletter 2020. It is a slimmer version than usual containing 

essential and practical information. We are now well into our 50th Anniversary 

programme. A successful prelude dinner event prior to Christmas launched the year-

long programme. That was followed by an equally pleasant 1970 Nostalgia Quiz and 

High Tea at the Anglesey Hotel, in January 2020. As I write, the heritage photography 

competition for primary schools is under way. I am also pleased to report that the 

research and publications planned for this year are on track. Please also put in your 

diaries the dates of the forthcoming Gosport Society exhibition at the Discovery Centre * 

- 4-18 April which is subject to some uncertainty as, at time of writing, we have no word 

on the future opening plans of the Discovery Centre. Other Society functions continue to 

busily occupy the members of the executive committee in particular. Planning sub-

committee work never stops. HODS and HAZ liaison work continues apace, albeit 

without face-to-face meetings. Do regularly visit the website to keep abreast of what is 

happening and please spread the ‘Society Word’ to friends and families. 

Best Wishes 

Louis 

Chairman – The Gosport Society. 

 Contributions to the exhibition in the form of documents, pictures, craftwork, 

photographs or historic mementoes are welcome should it be able to go ahead. 

Please contact a member of the executive committee if you wish to submit one or 

more of the above. 

 * The event is subject to discussions with the Discovery Centre as to how they 

plan to proceed in light of Covid-19, following Government advice. 

A note from Sue Courtney – Vice Chair 

Dear Members, 

As you will all be very aware, we are in the midst of a pandemic. The situation is in a 

constant state of change as it unfolds. It is very likely that the remainder of the talks 

programme and AGM will not happen and some of the planned events to celebrate our 

50th Anniversary may be subject to cancellation or rescheduling. At present we cannot 

say exactly what will be able to take place or exactly when. Your committee will hold 

regular, virtual meetings to discuss the unprecedented situation and we will, of course, 

keep you informed. 

We will do this in two ways 

 Information and updates will be posted on the website. 

 During this time of self-isolation we will produce a monthly newsletter, which 

will be short enough to be emailed out or posted to those not able to access the 

internet. Committee members will post updates on Society matters and other 



items. I would like to request that members contribute to the newsletter. If you 

have a poem, story, item of news or advice for members in these interesting times 

then please send it to me at suejcourtney@icloud.com. I will collate your 

contributions and they will be included in the monthly newsletters.  

Thank you. 

‘Making Plans for Nigel’ by Richard & Sue Cook 

Sue, my wife, and I are both Railway Children. Our families worked for GWR (Gods 

Wonderful Railway) and we were both born in earshot of the sound of the famous 

Swindon Railway Works Hooter that summoned the workmen to their working day in 

the railway works. We are both proud Swindonians. 

Since moving to the South Coast 45 years ago, we have kept in touch with my old 

secretary Margaret Gregory, exchanging Christmas cards and news of family and friends. 

Recently Sue and I attended the funeral of an old family friend of my parents at 

Leatherhead, the son of whom was a friend of my old secretary’s son David. We were 

introduced to David and I was pleased to mention that I had worked with his mother all 

those years ago, sadly to be informed his mum Margaret had passed away just after 

Christmas. Obviously we were sad to hear this news and told David of the fun we had 

attending various amateur plays Margaret was involved in at the Mechanics Institute, 

Swindon. 

We found David Gregory to be a mild and gentle man. Sue asked him if anyone else in his 

family were ever involved in performing arts, like his mum. David said only his father, 

who had been willingly dragged along. We were then told, by his friend, that David was 

lead guitarist of XTC, a famous band of the 1970’s. 

Conversations expanded discussing such bands as Dire Straits and Eric Clapton etc. 

David is still very much involved with the music industry and we were fascinated to talk 

to him. 

We attended another family funeral in Swindon and I took along a copy of the order of 

service for another friend who I knew would be there. The funeral in Swindon was for 

Sue’s first father-in-law Peter, who was a well known hotelier, creating Wiltshire’s first 4 

star hotel from originally taking in bed & breakfast on his farm just on the outskirts of 

Swindon in 1960. 

In recent years Peter would invite his friends to join him on Firework Night to witness, 

from the comfort of his living room, the Hotels firework display over the panoramic 

view of the Cotswolds. The view looked over the Fairford airfield where Concord was 

tested. The test pilots always stayed at the Hotel and we were often treated to a flypast 

by this graceful plane. Once, on a fight to New York, Peter had been invited into the 

cockpit of Concord on the second fastest flight to the USA. Peter, who was also a pilot, 

always claimed he flew the plane! 

The firework displays were very impressive, usually lasting 30 minutes, with hosts of 

Swindonians attending the free event in the grounds of the former farm. Peter’s 
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hospitality was renowned and the entertainments for his friends usually carried on into 

the early hours of the morning.  

Over the years at these parties, we had been introduced to a retired local doctor who 

knew our recently deceased friend at Leatherhead and it was our intension to give the 

order of service to him. After the funeral we returned to the hotel to celebrate Peter’s 

life and in in conversation with my old friends I mentioned our new connection with the 

XTC celebrity, only to be told they could ‘top that’ as they had been invited to the 

wedding of the lead singer Andy Partridge and my sister in law then claimed he had 

been a former boy friend. So much for our new claim to fame. 

By then, Sue had found the local retired doctor’s wife and we handed over the order of 

service, only to be told the sad news that her husband had passed away just before 

Christmas. During our conversation we explained we had met David, my old secretary’s 

son who lived in the same village as her, only to be told that Margaret Gregory was her 

longest best friend of many years. 

All we can say is it’s a very small world, and despite the sadness of attending funerals we 

have lots of happy memories of the past generation.  

NB, You can watch XTC on U Tube 1979 Top of the Pops, ‘Making plans for Nigel’ leaving 

Richard to lament that “I can’t get the song out of my mind at the moment! I think it 

must have a good riff.” 

Forthcoming Talks Programme  

*All talks subject to cancellation or rescheduling due to the Coronavirus 

pandemic. 

 8 April 2020 – Little Woodham Living History Village by Mary & Roger Harris 
Learn about the extraordinary and delightful 17th Century village in the heart of 
Gosport. Cancelled 

 13 May 2020 - The Provincial Bus Company by John Horn, Trustee of the 
Provincial Society. Find out about the fondly remembered local bus company. 
Cancelled 

 10 June 2020 - Annual General Meeting and Social Event Likely to be cancelled 

 9 September 2020 - TS Hornet - the Gosport Sea Cadets by Captain Gavin 
Pritchard OBE, Chairman, Gosport Sea Cadet Unit. 

 

Gosport Heritage Open Days 

Heritage Open Days 2020 will run from Friday 11th to Sunday 20th September. 

Again, this event is subject to change in light of the Coronavirus pandemic. However, the 
GHODs committee are working hard, planning and organising in the hope that it is able 
to take place. 

The theme this year is Hidden Nature, celebrating our extraordinary natural heritage. 
Pop the dates in your diary and cross fingers that we can all celebrate the end of 
restrictions by exploring our wonderful town. 

 



 

 


