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Newsletter – Spring 2014 
 

From the Chair 
 
 As you now know, our monthly talks have moved back to the Discovery Centre.  The 
Committee felt that getting to Explosion! was not easy and may have put members off coming to 
the talks, especially on cold winter evenings, while the Discovery Centre lay-out has been 
improved to provide more space with the screen no longer partially obscured by a pillar.  The 
evenings start with coffee at 7pm and the talk at 7.30.  Please come along and join us! 
 On the subject of talks I must thank May Bumford and Lesley Burton for organising our 
speakers for us.  I think the best we have had so far this year are Andy Davis on Holy Trinity 
Church and Phillip Allen on his Early Naval life at HMS St Vincent.  The talk on Art and Artists in 
the Harbour Towns was memorable for different reasons: The speaker had brought 35mm slides 
for which we didn’t have the right projector carousel; Adrian scurried around the town to find the 
right one but, in the panic to switch from one carousel to the other, some slides were transferred 
upside down – making interesting viewing!.  We all felt very sorry for the speaker, but, looking 
back on the whole episode, it was a bit like Faulty Towers and rather amusing! 
 Our donations to help Holy Trinity Church fund the overhaul of the Handel organ and 
have the clock in the bell tower repaired have been used wisely as both organ and clock are now 
working well.   Holy Trinity runs regular Sunday afternoon musical afternoons and I would 
strongly recommend you consider going to some in what I think is a truly elegant setting.  And 
don’t forget parking near the Church is still free on a Sunday!  
 Successful Projects are mentioned in the Treasurer’s report but one we are just getting 
off the ground is the restoration of the listed Victorian lamppost, now in a dilapidated state, 
outside the St George Barrack Guard Room.  The Gosport SHED Project team has agreed to 
provide the manpower for the work and currently the Town’s Heritage Officer is asking Berkeley 
Homes to provide the material for its restoration. 
 Your Committee has given me stalwart help over the winter.  The Planning Sub-
Committee of May, Howard and Adrian have reviewed many applications that affect Listed 
Buildings and Conservation Areas and commented both positively and negatively on several.  
Haslar has been uppermost in the Committee’s mind with concern at the lack of progress on the 
re-development.  An outline application has been submitted to the Town Hall but it seems that 
there are still issues to be sorted out before it can go to the Planning Committee (or as it is now 
known the Regulatory Board).  It is our latest understanding that the Developers have asked for 
time to resolve these issues which could otherwise cause their application to be rejected. 

Little is known about progress at Fort Gilkicker, though an approved planning application 
is in existence and the owner of the Fort has asked that its validity be extended. 
 A Planning issue that arose in the winter was a proposal by the D Day Fellowship to 
create a new War Memorial to commemorate the role Stokes Bay played in the D Day landings.  
Their idea was to move the existing memorial to the Canadian Forces that left from Stokes Bay 
to the location of Gosport Society’s Mulberry Harbour Memorial; produce a replica of the D Day 
Memorial in the Ferry Gardens; add a series of additional stone pillars, each named after the 
landing beaches on the French coast, and locate them all in a single Memorial Garden. This was 
not acceptable to the Friends of Stokes Bay and your Committee felt that grouping memorials 
around the Mulberry Harbour Plaque detracted from the significance of its location close by the 
remains of the tracks on which the Harbour caissons were built.  Eventually the idea of the 
Memorial Garden proved unaffordable and unachievable in time for the 70th anniversary of D 
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Day.  The D Day Fellowship now intends to produce Information Boards at sites used during the 
build up to and post the D Day landings.  A memorial will also be established by Hardway Sailing 
Club as this beachhead played a major role in loading and unloading D Day landing craft. 
  A side issue that came to light during the discussion on the proposed Memorial Garden 
was that neither the Mulberry Harbour plaque nor the Canadian Memorial was listed in the 
National Register of War Memorials which recognises the existence of memorials and offers 
protection against them being relocated without consultation.  Their location and the wording on 
the two above mentioned are now registered.  Additionally, the Society has applied to English 
Heritage to grant Listed status to the remains at Stokes Bay of the concrete strips on which the 
Mulberry Harbour Caissons and Pier-heads were constructed. 
 Louis Murray, responsible for Publications and Marketing, has been a brilliant addition to 
your Committee.  His initiative to produce and promote a Gosport Trail leaflet, which provides an 
illustrated walking guide of what to see in the town in a few hours, has succeeded in over 1000 
copies being distributed, initially free-of-charge, now at £1.00, at locations around the town. The 
Mayor, who gives them to visitors to his office in the Town Hall, thinks they are of great benefit 
and illustrate what a voluntary organisation is capable of doing on behalf of Gosport’s tourist 
industry.  Louis hopes his second Trail will be available shortly, and special congratulations are 
due to him for persuading Radio Solent’s Community Chest to help fund its publication. 
 Another Chairman’s Gold Medal goes to Liz Mitchell who has been taking the minutes of 
our Committee Meetings and collating, editing and producing our Newsletters; without her efforts 
the Committee could have sunk without a trace! (Thank you, Roger – Liz!) 
  The New Year Social Evening was a great success and I want to thank Maggie Feist 
and her band of helpers, for providing a super cold buffet table, and Ivor for ensuring that 
everyone’s glass was kept topped up.  I am sure we all left with both appetite and thirst sated. 
 The visit to the Cutty Sark and trip down the River Thames was, despite the weather, 
also a success.  Mary Knapman made this trip happen and for all her time and efforts in booking, 
liaising and checking, to make the trip successful, I am 
very grateful. 
 The next Social Event is the Summer Social 
Evening at Alverstoke Parish Centre on the 12th July, 
tickets available at £12.  Please bring a guest as I am 
sure it will again be a great evening. 
 Also for your diaries: our Annual Society Dinner 
will be held at Lee-on-the-Solent Golf Club on the 25th 
October.  More details of this, not-to-be-missed, 
evening will be published at the AGM. 
 At the AGM I intend to offer my services as 
Chairman for another year and have a volunteer to stand as Vice-Chairman with idea of his 
taking over from me at the 2015 AGM.  We still need to find a Social Secretary.  There must be a 
Society Member who is willing to take on this important role - so don’t hesitate to put your name 
forward to any member of the Committee.  
Roger Mawby 25 Anglesey Road; 92502855; roger.mawby@btinternet.com 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Congratulations to Joyce 
Upperton and Adrian Knight 
who recently celebrated their 
respective 90th and 80th 
birthdays. 
Adrian was a founder member 
of Gosport Society as was 
Joyce’s father.  Both Joyce and 
Adrian have been Vice-Chair 
and Chair of the Society during 
their long and loyal service. 
 

Happy Birthday! 
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Honorary Treasurer 
 

Managing the accounts continues to keep me busy with the Society’s business, 
particularly when events and trips are happening.  There is also regular income from the sale of 
publications plus various expenses, such as marketing, to record regularly, and bank statements 
to reconcile monthly.  The 2013 Gift Aid reimbursement was completed and payment received 
from the Inland Revenue.   

In the last year the Society funded the printing of the Gosport Trail and digitisation of the 
Alverstoke Tithe Map.  Both costs were allocated from the Project Fund.  In addition, a donation 
was made to the Children’s’ Furniture Project, enabling the purchase of replacement tables at 
Broderick Hall, and more recently a similar one to the Baby and Toddlers group at Alverstoke 
Parish Centre. 

As we move into the new financial year of 2014/15, the books have been balanced for 
2012-2013; the Income and Expenditure Report has been produced and the annual inspection is 
in progress to enable reporting of the accounts to all Society Members at the AGM in June. 
Susan Blower gosportsociety@gmail.com 
 
 
Membership Secretary 
 

The annual renewal of membership is well under way, with only 25 replies awaited from 
last year’s members - which I will be following up this month.  Although our numbers look set to 
exceed those of last year, we still need to swell our ranks, and, as we no longer charge for 
admittance to our Wednesday evening talks, members may like to invite friends and family 
interested in our local history to come along and maybe join us during the coming months.  

Thank you for updates to e-mail addresses since my last request; would those of you 
who have not yet done so, please forward e-mail addresses to me, as the cost of postage is now 
quite prohibitive. 
George Blower gosportsociety@gmail.com 
 
 
Planning Sub-Committee 
 

The Planning Sub-Committee inspects applications for Listed Buildings (LB) 
Conservation Areas (CA) and buildings on the local list (LL). We receive notification concerning 
planning applications via email from GBC planning office. We also monitor the weekly list for 
other applications, especially with reference to trees. Since the November 2013 Newsletter, we 
have inspected forty seven applications. Some of the important applications are outlined below:- 
14/00104/FULL 8 Elmhurst Road, Gosport (CA): 
We have received three planning applications for this site since October 2013.  Our main 
objection has been the loss of the garden land for development.  Although the current 
application is for two dwellings instead of three, our objections remain the same.  
14/00136/OUT Masonic Hall, 7 Clarence Road Gosport (adjacent to CA):  
Demolition of part of existing building and erection of 12 no. two-bedroom flats with all matters 
reserved except access and scale.  Although this proposal is requesting 12 flats instead of 14, it 
still exceeds the density range set out in Gosport Borough Local Plan.  Furthermore, no car 
parking spaces have been provided. For these reasons we are still objecting to this application. 
14/00054/LBA Fox Tavern 83 North Street Gosport (LB): 
We have received several applications for this 18th Century Listed Building since last year for the 
installation of CCTV cameras, boundary wall and railings/gates, plus illuminated sign writing to 
the flank wall.  It is pleasing to note the upgrading and security protection to this Listed public 
house, which looks greatly improved and well worth a visit.  
12/00591/OUT & 12/00592/LBA Royal Hospital Haslar:  
The main changes proposed to the previous application are as follows:- 
Two of the Zymotic wards are to be retained and one demolished.  The Pathology Laboratory is 
to be retained for community use and Errol Hall as a restaurant/pub.  (We proposed that Errol 
Hall, which was originally used for concerts and recreation, would be better suited as a 
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community hall, and the Pathology Laboratory as a restaurant.)  The proposal now includes only 
one hotel instead of two.  Lack of car parking spaces, waste removal using local roads and the 
appointment of an operator to manage the Continuing Care Retirement Community, the Care 
Home and Health Centre are all concerns we raised in our response.  
14/00115/GR3 Priory Road Open Space (CA): 
Landscape improvement works incorporating siting of field gun and monument stone. We had no 
objection and the application for commemorating D Day in June has been granted permission.  
14/00033/ADVT Various locations in Gosport: 
Installation of eight no. non - illuminated Interpretation Panels mainly in coastal locations in 
Hardway, alongside the harbour and the Solent providing historical information relating to D Day. 
We had no objection and the application has now been granted permission. 
14/00123/FULL Baptist Church 10-12 Stoke Road Gosport : 
Demolition of ancillary rooms to the north side of the building and conversion of Baptist Church 
to provide three no. one-bedroom flats, five no. two-bedroom flats and dormer windows to East 
and West elevations of the roof; installation of new, and alterations to existing, windows and 
doors together with car-parking, cycle-parking, boundary treatment and landscaping.  We 
thought this the best use for this important building in Stoke Road and had no objection to the 
application. 
13/00387/FULL Land at junction of Green Lane/Little Lane Gosport 
We objected to insufficient car parking for the residents of the three no. four-bedroom dwellings 
and visitors, but the application has now been granted permission.  
    
Gosport Society Liaison meetings with Gosport Borough Council Officers 
 

We continue our quarterly meetings with Officers from Conservation and Design, and 
Development Control Departments.  Items from the last two meetings are reported below:- 
List of ‘at risk’ buildings in Gosport: 
It was reported that almost all the buildings in poor condition are on military sites. We were given 
a list of the current ‘at risk’ buildings, and informed that the Guard Houses at Haslar Gunboat 
Yard are in a particularly poor state of repair. 
Royal Hospital Haslar (follow on from above report): 
Gosport Borough Council agreed to the applicants’ request for an extension of time.  The 
Council is now considering whether the scheme is viable.  However, from a design and listed 
building perspective, the scheme is much improved. 
English Heritage Review - Gosport’s Military Heritage: 
We were advised that a first draft of the Review is due shortly and a copy may be forwarded to 
us for comment.  English Heritage will identify further areas for more detailed research later. 
Royal Clarence Yard: 
Reservoir and Car Parking:- 

Berkeley Homes are undertaking parking surveys with a view to submitting a simplified 
planning application in the near future.  There was no update on the reservoir but we 
were informed that it was in fair to good condition. 

Interpretation Boards:- 
A meeting is to be set up between Gosport Borough Council, Gosport Society and 
Berkeley Homes to discuss the installation of Interpretation Boards detailing the history of 
the site.  

Rat/Borough Island: 
Recent weather conditions have uncovered some burials, and the recovered bones taken for 
analysis.  If you wish to read further reports of the finds simply google Portsmouth Rat Island 
excavations where you will find several published accounts and photos. 
May Bumford  
 
All planning applications referred to can be inspected at www.planning@gosport.gov.uk 
where the weekly list can also be viewed. 
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Marketing and Publications 
 

Gosport Society continues to market itself actively in 2014.  The sale of publications 
through established retail outlets and tourist offices generates useful revenue and helps to keep 
the profile of the Society visible.  Our most recent publication, The Gosport Town Trail, now in its 
second year, continues to be popular and is making an impact in local schools and community 
organisations.  A recent ‘spin-off’ was a successful history/creative writing walk by pupils from St 
Mary’s, Newtown and Elson primary schools.  The children and their teachers walked part of the 
Trail along the old town railway line from Ann’s Hill to the Royal Clarence Yard studying 
historical features, making notes, and engaging in ‘field discussions’.  More school activity is 
planned from September onwards. 

The Society was fortunate to receive £250.00 from BBC Radio Solent’s Community 
Chest via the afternoon Katie Martin Show.  This will go towards printing costs of our next Trail 
publication: Close Encounters in Gosport Parks and Gardens – Short Walks with a Difference. 
This should be available in July. 

The Society sponsored the digitisation of the 1841 Alverstoke Tithe Map.  This is part of 
a county and national initiative to digitise all parish-based tithe maps from 1841.  Hampshire 
Records Office in Winchester is the lead authority for this interesting venture.  Gosport Society 
now has a CD digital version of the map, available to members and scholars undertaking 
appropriate historical research.  Please email me in the first instance if you wish to access the 
CD.  There is also a paper/ print version on open access in the local studies department of the 
Discovery Centre. 

A further initiative worth remembering is that Gosport Society members are researching 
various aspects of the impact of WW1 on Gosport as part of the centenary commemorations.  It 
is hoped to publish a compendium volume by the end of 2016.  Should you have any family 
stories, memorabilia or WW1 artefacts and documents that you would like to share, please 
contact me or any member of the Committee. 
Louis Murray lms62@ymail.com 
 
 
Trench Feet 
 

On March 14th, I took a number of members of Gosport Society on a tour of the trenches 
on Browndown Common.  The trenches cover an area roughly 500 metres by 500 metres (17 
football pitches!) and comprise two main sets of trenches facing each other across a ‘No Man’s 

Land’, as well as further 
complex systems to their west. 
The trenches are readily 
identifiable on site and in many 
areas over a metre deep. The 
area has survived because, for 
most of the year, it is hidden 
by undergrowth. 
Experts at English Heritage 
(EH) and the Ministry of 
Defence (MoD)  believe the 
area includes a World War 1 
‘Practice Battlefield’ where 
troops would be able to 
familiarise themselves with 

trench systems before facing the real thing.  Some Armed Service volunteers working with EH 
and the Council for British Archaeology (CBA) have, not only been mapping the battlefield, but 
using it to complete their own training for modern overseas operations. 

Identified from an aerial photograph of 1951, the area now needs documentary research 
to reveal the human story behind the extensive remaining earthworks and to confirm its precise 
date and operational history.  
Rob Harper, Head of Conservation and Design at Gosport Borough Council 

mailto:lms62@ymail.com
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WW1 Practice Battlefield at Browndown 
 

On 6th March May Bumford and I were on a ‘recce’ at North Browndown prior to Rob 
Harper’s conducted tour.  To our amazement, upon rounding a corner we found ourselves in the 
midst of a horde of reporters, cameramen, archaeologists and officials in a wilderness of 
bracken! 

 
 
 
We had stumbled upon the launch of the 
Home Front Legacy1914-18 campaign by 
English Heritage and the Council for 
British Archaeology  not to mention Dan 
Snow, President of the CBA, being 
interviewed in a trench. 
 
Some well-known Committee members 
can also be seen exploring the battlefield 
in the picture taken during the tour. 

 
(Dan Snow being interviewed on the left of the photo) 
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The Gosport Area Facebook Group 
 

The Gosport Facebook Group appeal for historic photos of Gosport has blossomed to an 
amazing degree.  If, like me, you are not into the Facebook thing, I would strongly recommend 
that you pay a visit to see the exhibition that the Group is running at the Fort Brockhurst free 
Open Days (11am to 3pm every second Saturday in the month April to September).   Not only 
are there many fascinating, rare images on display, but Gosport Society’s old exhibition boards 
are attracting a lot of interest. 

Such is the enthusiasm for this project that the Group has also launched a website which 
is constantly updated with a selection of the best pictures.  www.thegosportarea.org.uk 
Howard Bennett mail@howardbennett.plus.com 
 
 
A True War Hero! 
  

Have you heard of Major Robert Smith-Barry, RFC?  According to Lord Trenchard, 
Marshall of the Royal Air Force, "He was the man who taught the air forces of the world to fly.”  
And where was this?  In Gosport. 

While in command of 60 Squadron in France in WW1, Major Smith-Barry was shocked at 
the incompetence of the new pilots being sent to the front.   Given command of 1(Reserve) 
Squadron at Gosport in 1916, he took the opportunity of putting his training ideas into practice. 

Alverbank (House) at Stokes Bay was used as the Officers' Mess, there being no proper 
buildings on Grange Airfield at that time.  This was where Smith-Barry was able to work on his 
ideas for training new pilots, and he further set up a school for training the 'trainers'.  This was so 
successful, he travelled to the USA to set up training there too; in fact, his methods became the 
'blue print' throughout the world. 
He further devised the Gosport Tube, a helmet with connecting 
tube, so that the trainer could communicate with the trainee 
and be properly heard above the sound of the engine in flight. 

Gosport Aviation Society's Chairman, David Reading, 
proposed that a fitting memorial should be placed on Alverbank 
(now the Alverbank Hotel) to commemorate the splendid work 
of Robert Smith-Barry which saved so many lives through 
proper training.  A Blue Plaque was produced thanks to funding 
from the HMS Sultan Summer Fair.  Permission was granted 
by John Morgan the Lessee of Alverbank (owned by Gosport 
Borough Council), and the plaque was secured to the building 
by Lee Adams, a Gosport builder. 

Gosport's Mayor, Councillor John Beavis, unveiled the plaque on 9th April, 2014, before 
members of the Gosport Aviation Society and representatives including from HMS Sultan and a 
member of the Smith-Barry family from France.     
Joyce Upperton, Vice-Chair of Gosport Aviation Society 
 
 
The ‘Greening’ of Ewer Common 
 

Adrian and I have lived at Ewer Common since 1963 and 
loved it.  In the early seventies, the Council was persuaded, 
instead of widening the road along the northern edge in front of 
the houses, to plant seven Lime trees along the northern edge 
(though one was blown over the railings and into Gosport Park 
during the 1987 hurricane, so ‘then there were six’!) 

The Common was so closely mown then, that the dust rose into the air behind the mower 
during a dry spell, and the grass turned yellow.  The area was arid and we were sure it could be 
made more attractive to both humans and wild life, so, during a meeting in 1992 between 
Countryside Officers and residents, the Ewer Common Conservation Group was formed - which 
has been active ever since - and plans were made. 

http://www.thegosportarea.org.uk/
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The Council began by giving us three small Elms which seem to be immune to the 1970s 
Elm fungus, which killed the Elms in Gosport Park and on the Common (and throughout the 
country) in the 1970s as two have settled in happily and are now quite large. 

After an abortive attempt to create a wild flower meadow - which necessitated half of the 
Common being left unmown and led to complaints that it looked untidy and unsuited to an urban 
area - we decided to plant a copse at the southern end of the Common with indigenous trees. 

In February 1993 we enlisted the help of the Sea Scouts, pupils from Haselworth School 
and residents to plant several hundred ‘whips’ (small plants) of Hawthorne, Blackthorn, Oak, 
Field Maple, Ash, Bay, Holly, Beech, Copper Beech and more.  This initial copse was just knee-
high!  Twenty years later we have a maturing and well grown area which our grandchildren call 
The Wild Wood and which has frequent badger visits.  In springtime we have Snowdrops, 
Violets, Bluebells (mostly Spanish!), Daffodils, Cow Parsley and much else under the trees. 

Most of the original trees came from the Council, but almost as many have been donated 
- including several standard native ones; we had to work 
hard carting water from our house to keep them alive 
during two drought-stricken summers which followed the 
planting of the copse. 

As the Millennium approached, the conservation 
group decided to call the copse The Millennium Copse.  
The Council supplied a big rock with a plaque which was 
placed at the entrance and toasted on our 2000 Work Day. 

HM Queen Elizabeth’s Golden Jubilee was marked 
by planting an Oak tree and on June 3rd 2002, we held a 
wonderful ‘Bring Your Own Picnic’ on the Common, 
attracting home many young people with their families to 
celebrate with their grandparents. 

In January 2009 an expert was brought in to demonstrate hedge-laying between Ewer 
Common and the church allotments.  A dying art, hedge-laying is now being revived, and the 
members of the conservation group, under supervision, completed the whole length of the hedge 
to form a strong barrier. 

In 2012 we held another ‘Bring Your Own Picnic’ for 
the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee and planted a second beautiful 
Oak (complete with commemorative plaque) donated by 
Gosport Borough Council  which we promised to give four 
gallons of water every week through the summer for the next 
three years to ensure its survival.  Although the rest of the 
country had a cold wet Jubilee Day, at Ewer Common we had 
to wear sun hats - and the Australians among us retreated to 
the trees! 

During this time, and up to the present, the Ewer 
Common Conservation Group has produced an annual 
Newsletter and organised a Work Day on the second Saturday 
in January, when, with guidance from the Countryside Section 
of GBC, we carry out such annual tasks as spreading mulch 
onto the path through the copse, trimming suckers from the 
bases of trees, planting wild flower ‘plugs’, trimming the hedge, 
and working off our Christmas and New Year excesses!   All 
through the year we pick up litter and perform tasks, such as 
controlling Alexanders which overpower Cow Parsley and 
other wild flowers if left to their own devices. 

 
Ewer Common is now a lovely place and has 

become very popular with walkers and picnickers: it is 
certainly appreciated by the people lucky enough to live 
alongside it. 
Nicola Knight, Chairman of the Ewer Common 
Conservation Group 


