
 
 

Gosport Society – Autumn Newsletter 2020. 
 
Dear Members. 

Gosport Society – Options and Choices. 

Given the ‘Rule of Six’ and the re-imposition of restrictions on public gatherings, the 

organisational strictures within which The Gosport Society has to operate remain onerous. 

After dialogue with the Alver Bank Hotel and other hostelries, I must sadly report that we 

will not be able to stage a half-centenary culminating social event for members in December. 

Similarly, the continuing prohibition on public gatherings means that our monthly talks 

programme remains suspended. It has also proved necessary to cease the small financial 

retainer on the Sea Cadets hall at RCY. We will keep the option open to return to the Sea 

Cadets base. However, there is no realistic  opportunity of returning to the premises in the 

medium term. The ‘talks programme’ and associated social events at that venue are now 

‘mothballed’ indefinitely.  It would be helpful for forward planning if you could express a 

view on this and possible alternatives to normal programme resumption to the Membership 

Secretary  

There are key areas of Society activity that remain busy and progressive and this will not 

change in 2021.They include: consultations on the two Heritage Action Zones for Gosport; 

responding to the Government paper on changes to planning laws;  planning sub-committee 

analysis of all conservation area planning proposals to GBC*; publication and sales of 

booklets including the forthcoming synoptic history of The Gosport Society entitled – The 

Gosport Society 1970-2020 – The First Fifty Years; virtual monthly meetings of the 

executive committee; press releases and talks on local radio about substantive heritage 

matters; updating the photo gallery and commentaries on the website; working with like –

purposed organisations such as Hampshire Archives Trust; referral and advisory services for 

those making enquiries about family history and so on. If we remain unable to associate in 

public meetings, all these activities will require increased member participation if they are to 

truly reflect the collective, participatory nature of The Gosport Society. We are and must 

remain all about member cooperation and communication. The functions above cannot 

simply lapse by default into the priestly preserve of the executive committee. So – new ways 

and means will need to be devised over the next few months to keep you all involved! 

And on a positive note – Welcome. 

Candice Buxey, Jude Feeney and Jeffery Knott have recently joined the executive committee. 

Candice is a professional educator and is particularly interested in developing stronger links 

between GS and educational institutions in Gosport. Jude, with a background in law, is 

interested in the political and corporate context of Gosport Society work and how its outreach 

and archival functions might be increasingly professionalised and broadened. Jeff is an 

experienced construction industry man and will contribute in particular to the workings of the 

planning sub-committee. We welcome Candice, Jude and Jeff to The Gosport Society noting 

that their combine expertise will strengthen our portfolio of endeavours. 



In the words of the Time: Stay Well – Stay Positive – Stay Connected. 

Best Wishes 

Louis 

*Gosport Society officers were active recently in site visits to Royal Clarence Yard on 

receiving reports of potentially unauthorised demolition of historic property. The matter 

continues under investigation. 

A note from Sue Courtney – Vice Chair. 

I am delighted to be able to report that the last month has been very exciting. 

 

First the results of my ancestry DNA test arrived. The results of my most recent ancestry 

showed that I am 100% European – mostly Great Britain and Ireland with a touch of 

Northwest Germanic (Germany, Holland and Jutland). So, just a hint of Viking, which is very 

satisfying. The biggest surprise came in the results of my maternal DNA which showed that 

in ancient times my ancestors came, largely from areas of Russia, mostly Udmurtia whose 

population is said to be the most red-haired in the world. They also managed to find me more 

than 300 ‘relatives’ with varying degrees of ‘cousin-ness’ from all round the world. I suspect 

that they may not all be receiving a Christmas card! 

 

The other piece of good news is that, after 18 and a 

half weeks my bike arrived.  

 

‘Pippa Pashley’ is now part of the family. I haven’t 

ridden a bike for 43 years – indeed I can recall being 

able to park my unlocked bike kerbside in the High 

Street, go shopping and return to find it still there. 

Sadly, I don’t imagine that happens these days. I am 

now developing my confidence and fitness, neither 

of which are what they were in 1977!  

 

Keep looking for the goodness around you! Stay 

safe. 

 

 If you have any tips for members on thriving 

through the these unusual times please email me at suejcourtney@icloud.com and I will 

include your advice in future newsletters. If you have any contributions for future 

supplementary newsletters,  

please send them to me at the above email address. 

 

Correspondence from Members 

It is always wonderful to hear from members and receive feedback about the supplementary 

newsletters. This month we have received two such emails from members. 

 

Dave Robertson wrote: 

Your article re Blackbushe brought back such memories for me. I flew out from the Airport 

in early 1953 en-route to the Suez Canal Zone landing at Malta to refuel after a 7hr flight. We 

left the aircraft for a few hours still in Battle Dress. I thought we would melt it was so hot. 

Then back on the Four Engine Avro York and a further 7hrs to Fayid Airport, then on to a 

Transit Camp where we were issued with tropical gear. After a day there we were sent to our 
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units all over the Canal Zone. For me it was to Moasca Garrison close to Ismaila where I 

stayed until Sept 1955. 

 

It all started for me as a National Service man. In those days you had to do Military service if 

you were age 18 or above. As I was an apprentice I was deferred until I finished my time 

which was 21st August 1952. I was in the Army on the 2nd Sept (they did not waste much 

time did they?). 

 

As a National Serviceman I would have been drafted into an Infantry Regt so I elected to sign 

on for another year (3years) and so I joined The Royal Signals and then to Catterick Camp 

for Military Training and Trade training. Towards the end of my stay there it was freezing 

cold, however if you were good at sport which I was at that time for a while I played 

Badminton for the Regiment and the Army. Things got a bit better (no spud bashing) then a 

bit of leave travelling to London overnight staying in the deep shelter at Goodge St then to 

Blackbushe Airport. 

 

Thank you for stirring my memory bank. 

 

Colonel Brian Carter wrote: 

I much enjoyed reading in the recent Newsletter your article about Foster Gardens. Mary 

Foster was the second wife of Joseph Carter, who was my great-great-great grandfather 

(baptised 11 May 1761, died Jan 1815). He married Ann Whettam in 1784 and she died in 

Nov 1796, he then married Mary Foster in 1801 and she died in 1854. Interestingly they sold 

a field in Alverstoke on 16 Oct 1805 to the Rector for £307 for a graveyard, now the field in 

which stands the St Mary's Parish Centre! Must have been a very big field as that seems a lot 

of money at that time for a field! 

 

For what it is worth General Sir Richard Foster Carter Foster, who went to Stubbington 

House Prep School where his father and grandfather had been headmaster and later his 

brother also became headmaster, became the Adjutant General of the Royal Marines 1933-

36, the highest appointment in the Royal Marines at that time. He died in 1966. There is 

obviously a connection between him and Mary Foster Carter, but as yet I have not established 

the link. 

 

I think I am the last member of this family to be still living in Alverstoke, but I would love to 

be proved wrong! 

 

Best wishes, 

Brian 

(Colonel Brian L Carter OBE RM retired) 

 

Thank you, Dave and Brian, for taking the time to write to us. 

 

From Sue Cook – Membership Secretary. 

Dear Members, 

We received an email this month from a member asking why we didn't send out the postal 

newsletters printed double sided, saving paper etc. A good point - we need to save the planet. 

 

However, we have a very reliable laser printer purchased in the 1980's which we used in our 

business. (It was so speedy and so reliable that you were unlucky if you had to change the ink 



cartridge once a year.)  Unfortunately it isn’t able to print double sided. However the paper 

we use is inexpensive so the situation isn’t all bad. 

 

Gosport Society membership remains buoyant despite Covid-19 and the restrictions on 

holding meetings. As membership secretary I am pleased to report that we have 5 new 

members since our last actual meeting.  Elizabeth (Betty) Trippit, Richard Farrington, James 

Grant, Mary Mosedale and Frances Scullard. 

 

We look forward to greeting these new members properly when our actual meetings are able 

to resume. 

 

Like everyone else I am looking forward to the day when we have beaten Covid-19. I count 

myself lucky that I do have a garden, company and my family keep in touch regularly. 

 

Social 

I suggest that when the restrictions for Covid-19 are over, we have a 'do' to celebrate. Perhaps 

a meal or an afternoon tea and a quiz if members prefer, or both on the same day.  

 

As I write, my eldest sister's funeral is today, taking place in Northumberland and I feel 

strongly that I shouldn't attend as Covid-19 cases are on the rise in the north of England, but I 

also feel that I should be there. However, I am not, which brings home to me just how other 

folks have felt, as I'm not the first. One thing is for certain 2020 will live long in our 

memories 

       

Gosport HAZ Update by Richard Cook 

Gosport HAZ Projects 

Although the current Covid-19 situation has resulted in face to face meetings not being 

possible, and visits to historic sites being curtailed, the use of virtual Zoom and Teams 

meetings have allowed continued contact between the HAZ Partnership members. This 

technology, to the uninitiated, took a little getting used to, however I personally find it time 

saving and reasonably efficient.  

 

The HAZ Programme Manager (Michelle Lees) has been continuing to network between 

various financial funding bodies to assist Gosport HAZ in continuing the programme of 

organising the HAZ Projects. 

 

Once the pandemic was upon us earlier this year, I did raise the question on how the financial 

situation in funding organisations such as HAZ Projects would possibly be affected. Having 

experience of more than my fair share of recessions in the construction industry, I am only 

too aware that the ‘finance tap’ can be quickly shut off. Although initially, Michelle Lees was 

not specifically concerned, it is my belief that the economic situation will eventually result in 

funding difficulties. Let us hope I am proved wrong. 

 

HAZ Partnership meetings 

A Virtual Partnership meeting took place on 29
th
 September 2020, myself & Richard 

Harrison attending. The meeting was hosted by Michelle Lees (HAZ Programme Manager) 

on a Team Microsoft virtual arrangement. Also present were Marion Brinton (Historic 

England Team Leader) and Alison McQuaid (HE), Emma Meredith HCC Regional Manager, 

and a representative of the Defence Infrastructure Organisation (DIO). Apologies for absence 

were received from Rob Harper, due to illness. 



  

New Projects for consideration. 

Stokes Bay WW2 War Memorial 

The GBC Leader had requested the possibility of a new war Memorial being given HAZ 

status. An in-depth discussion took place. Although worthy, HE/GS did not consider this to 

be a HAZ project. Apparently, GBC had agreed to council funding, but the HAZ Partnership 

Committee considered that a further additional project would add to the workload of the HAZ 

team. Historic England would not consider such a project (under their name) without full 

design details and the specification of high-quality materials which were needed for 

longevity. 

 

Haslar Guardhouses (Hornet Sailing Club) 

Historic England had in recent years funded emergency repairs providing a temporary 

protective roof scaffolding to one of the two buildings. 

 

Proposals for securing the property’s future, and possibilities for community use of the 

buildings, including apprentice training was considered to be within the ethos of Gosport 

HAZ and would be added to the list (now to be known as Project 21) 

  

Project Updates. 

Fort Rowner - Project 2 

 

A local businessman (Ben Scott-Robinson) who has a company connected with high-

technology   robots systems, is  in direct talks with HMS Sultan, with a view to using the site 

for secure research and development purposes. The site has particular advantages for 

robotics. The company plans self-finance to carry out the restoration and refitting of Fort 

Rowner. The RN appears responsive to the company potential use of the site. Ben highlighted 

his company vision for Fort Rowner at the virtual launch of The Gosport Storybook on 15 

October 2020. 

 

This is an indicative and promising sign for constructive re-use of an old fortification 

recommended under HAZ via the GBC Thinking Place initiative. 

 

 Daedalus – Seaplane Square 

Homes England is currently marketing the site for sale. To date no developer has expressed 

firm  interest in the site, possibly  due to the complexities of re-developing retained historic 

buildings .The Hovercraft Museum continues to be very concerned regarding the future of the 

accommodation on-site  they currently occupy.  GBC has intimated agreement to a small 

amount of residential development within the anticipated redevelopment area. 

 

Project 6 – Bastion Number 1. Gosport Lines 

I have been watching for signs of any progress when passing and have noted the grass 

beginning to grow again over the site, I have enquired what the arrangements are for grass 

maintenance and have been informed the site is on GBC grass cutting programme. 

Hampshire CC have prepared a detailed survey of the brickwork repairs needed to restore the 

Bastion No1.GBC actions have resulted in a grant of nearly £200K being awarded by 

Historic England for brickwork repairs. 

 



A Hampshire CC architects team are dealing with the contract details which will go out to 

tender for repairs under a JCT Minor Works Contract commencing Spring 2021. Work of this 

nature is best carried out in Spring/Summer due to drying out of lime mortars etc. 

 

I am concerned that there are apparently no qualified construction companies in Gosport to 

undertake this type of work. The last company probably able to tender closed in the 1990’s. It 

was my company! 

 

I have therefore requested that within the contact tender documents, a provision is made for 

the successful contractor to undertake to train Gosport building apprentices in the art of 

restoring historic buildings. I therefore await to see the tender conditions within the contract. 

This has been welcomed by GBC and HE and also fits in with Project 19, Education, 

Apprenticeship Initiatives.  

 

New Conservation Area Designation (Stokes Bay) - Project 8 

A public consultation will be sought for approval of the proposed area. 

 

The project would also involve Bay House and Brune Park Schools students in undertaking 

programmes of historical research of the proposed area. 

 

GBC have advertised for the appointment of a Heritage Consultant to oversee the project. 

The time scale involved is expected to be 18 months.  

 

The question of lack of Conservation Area status on lands owned by QinetiQ opposite 

Monckton House in the Fort Road area has been raised. 

 

Marion Brinton (Historic England) claims awareness of the situation and reassured me that 

Historic England’s historic listing of the site would be a very controlling aspect to any future 

planning application. 

 

A grant application by GBC to the Regional Capacity Building Grant scheme for this project 

to the sum of £18000 is in process. 

 

Informed Publication Project 18 

 The Gosport Society has led HAZ Partnership responsibility on this project. An editorial 

sub-committee meeting between Historic England, GBC, and the GS representatives Louis 

Murray and Sue Courtney took place on October 7. The prototype/production model for the 

publication is a recently published, illustrated account of the history of Ramsgate in Kent. 

That town was an early beneficiary of the HAZ awards scheme. The Gosport Society has 

raised certain questions about the suitability of the Ramsgate model as a national format for 

such publications. Discussions are ongoing. 

 

Submarine Escape Tower (SETT) at HMS Dolphin.Project. Project 4 

GBC had been expecting the site to be made vacant by June 2020, however there had been no 

confirmation, probably due to current Covid restrictions. 

 

Conservation Management Plan Project 9 

Little progress had taken place, Philippa Dickinson was arranging to meet Michelle Lees to 

update her on RCY resident’s concerns. 



I raised the matter of the UK Docks site, where it appeared that the owner was carrying out 

unauthorised demolition works. 

 

An application had been viewed by The Gosport Society planning sub-committee. The sub-

committee had formally responded objecting to the proposed demolition of Building 49 

(Queen Victoria’s railway station). That element of the application was subsequently 

withdrawn.  The Gosport Society has also requested detailed ground investigations regarding 

the possibility of contamination at the site due to oil impregnation over decades. GBC 

confirmed that emergency sea defence work was however continuing. 

 

Regeneration of Priddy’s - Hard Project 7 

Historic England confirmed they had funded further works of clearing the ramparts at 

Priddy’s Hard. Also, the redevelopment of one of the former ammunition magazines at 

Priddy’s Hard into a micro-brewery was well advanced. 

 

Funding Efforts 

Funding from various sources was being investigated by Michelle Lees and Rob Harper. A 

meeting in London had taken place with the National Lottery Fund, after an initial productive 

response, a halt has been made on any new application until the next financial year (due to 

Covid-19 problems). Approaches had also been made to the Architectural Heritage Fund, but 

no funds were as yet available. 

 

SECA had been approached for funding of Street furniture to Priddy’s Hard. 

 

NB. There is now a separate Heritage Action Zone for Gosport High Street. 

Rachel James HE Architect had been appointed as project architect and the project has a life 

of last 4 years. 

 

Changes to the Planning System by Brian Mansbridge. 

A Government White Paper - Planning for the Future - sets out to reform the current 

planning system introduced in 1947 as the Government asserts that the public have lost faith 

with the current arrangements. It considers that the present processes are too complex. Local 

Plans take too long to produce, and the amount of evidence required is opaque and open to 

challenge, resulting in the increased costs. The local planning approval process takes too long 

to deliver developments often extended by lengthy consultations and negotiations. There is 

insufficient focus on design and the result is not enough sustainable homes are being built.  

 

The document sets out overarching ambitions which are summarised as:   

 Streamline the planning process; 

 Radical, digital-aided approaches to modernise the planning process; 

 New focus on design and sustainability; 

 

Reform to infrastructure delivery to make more land available for homes and development. 

 

These ambitions are then broken down into proposals which are grouped together and 

discussed with the relevant Planning Authority and the public to response to set questions.  

This consultation response is due by 31 October, but in a question and answer format, making 

the answers prescriptive. The proposals are laid out as:   

 

Pillar One – Planning for Development suggests ‘zoning’ land into three categories: 



 Growth areas that are suitable for sustainable development - new settlements, urban 

extension sites, former industrial sites and urban regeneration sites. Sites categorised 

as ‘growth’ in the Local Plan would have ‘outline approval’ to enable fast track 

development.  

 Renewal areas that are suitable for development – to include existing built areas that 

are suitable for smaller scale development, including densification, infill, town centres 

and village-edge sites.  

 Protected areas – including Green Belt and Conservation Areas. Although Special 

Planning Documents (SPD’s) that are very important to Gosport Borough’s future 

planning are extant – they do not even get a mention. 

 

Pillar Two – Planning for Beautiful and Sustainable Places. Focuses on binding design 

codes and a planning system to reflect local preferences and character. A chief officer for 

design and energy efficiency in each local authority will set area guidelines based on prior 

policy and be able to fast-track development. 

 

Pillar Three – Planning for Infrastructure and Connected Places. This proposes a new 

Infrastructure Levy.  A new charge would replace the current levy and include charges on 

Permitted Developments. Local authorities would have more freedom on funding choices 

between infrastructure investment and affordable housing.  

This White paper has a response date of 29 October so the interested public may still be able 

to respond electronically. * 

 

Implemented as proposed there would be less democratic accountability in the planning 

process.  Participation would be focused in the planning policies and guidelines (when the 

public do not usually engage) and much less over the actual plans (when local people do 

usually engage). The management of SPD’s and area co-ordination, both fundamental to 

Gosport’s future, need to be factored in. 

 

Another complimentary White Paper is Changes to the Current Planning System. It had a 

response date of the 1 October and required a more detailed knowledge of the planning 

system. The proposed changes are: 

 changes to the method for assessing local housing need and securing of First Homes 

by developer contributions; 

 lifting the small sites threshold and extending the Permission in Principle to major 

development. 

If implemented as proposed this would change the housing need calculations based on better 

data and speed up the planning approval. It also aims to help smaller builders to deliver new 

housing stock. Once again, the lesser control through democratic accountability and ability to 

engage and control what is delivered may be the result. 

 

 Search online for ‘Planning for the Future’. 

 

 

 


