
Gosport Society – Autumn Newsletter 2018. 

Dear Members. 

Welcome to the autumn newsletter 2018 of The Gosport Society. A busy programme of 

committee meetings, informative monthly talks at the Discovery Centre, social events, 

consultations on planning applications to GBC, and participation by members in news and 

heritage forums such as The Gosport Globe, HODS and Hampshire Archives Trust have all 

featured since the last newsletter. Our main summer social event was the cruise from 

Southampton on board the traditional steamship SS Shieldhall on June 30th. Some 17 Society 

members enjoyed glorious sunshine and sparkling waters out on The Solent. The odd glass of 

fine wine was downed also. A good time was had by one and all.  

 

                                                    A glorious afternoon on SS Shieldhall 

Similarly, a very pleasant Trafalgar Day themed afternoon tea and quiz took place at the 

Anglesey Hotel on 21 October, two hundred and thirteen years to the day after the famous 

battle. Many thanks to Richard and Sue Cook for organizing the event, and a big thank you to 

Malcolm Stevens who made an excellent quizmaster. 

 

                                                 The Trafalgar Day Afternoon Tea and Quiz 



 

Following the interesting Society talk at the Discovery Centre on Alfred the Great, Louis led a 

walk for Society members and friends on Saturday 17 November through the streets of 

Winchester. This followed the path of Alfred’s funeral procession to Hyde Abbey. Alfred was 

originally interred in the burial grounds of the New Minster (next to the existing largely Norman 

cathedral) which he had founded. When the New Minster moved to Hyde Abbey in 1110, the 

mortal remains of Alfred, his faithful queen Ealswith, and son Edward, were carried in solemn 

procession behind a gold cross to be re-interred beneath the chancel of Hyde Abbey, in the 

northern part of Winchester. The walk, less than two miles in length and full of historical 

buildings and sites  from several eras, traverses St Peter Street, Jewry Street, and Hyde Street 

and crosses the Monks Bridge to enter the attractive Hyde Abbey Gardens at the end of King 

Alfred Place. The grave sites are marked by three unadorned horizontal slabs, beautifully 

illuminated in the evening. This peaceful area of Winchester, very much off the city’s beaten 

tourist track, resonates with the history of England. Fine weather, lovely autumn colours in the 

trees, and good conversation amongst participants made for a pleasant afternoon. Topped off 

with tea and cake in the excellent Eighteen71 café in the Guildhall undercroft!  

 

Gosport Society members and friends gather at the conserved Hyde Abbey Gate in 

Winchester. 

The important work of the planning sub-committee (Philippa Dickinson, Brian Mansbridge, 

Richard Cook) continues apace. Representations have been made about GBC plans to extend the 

Bury Road conservation area (subsequently adopted by the council), Haslar Barracks (formerly 

the Immigration Removal Centre), the re-development of the former police station premises on 

South Street, the somewhat controversial changes at Priddy’s Hard, and the various aspects of 

housing and commercial construction on the Daedalus site in Lee on Solent. 

There have been hiccups. Decisions to re-design the internal structure of the Discovery Centre – 

at very short notice – caused some organisational problems in the summer. We had to 

reschedule the AGM to Elson Branch library. Monthly talks were subsequently shifted to the café 

area of the ground floor of the Discovery Centre, a not entirely suitable venue and there are 

additional cost implications. As I write, we are in discussions about possible moves to another 



venue. Rest assured members will be kept fully informed. Your Society is, I believe, healthy and 

robust. But we need more participation in social events especially, and more new members. 

Please spread the word. Do give consideration to standing for membership of the executive 

committee. If you have a talk you would like to deliver, a skill to share, or an idea for a social 

event please talk to any member of the committee. And do keep visiting the website as we 

endeavour to keep it as up to date as possible. 

Louis Murray 

Chairman – The Gosport Society. 

Membership News 

Obituary 

The Gosport Society notes with sadness the recent passing of Mrs Joan Russell. Joan was active 

in the early years of the Society. Later she went on to become an enthusiastic researcher and 

reporter of Gosport history, with a special interest in the heritage and conservation of listed 

buildings. Many of the documentary reports she produced - a valuable resource for 

contemporary researchers and diploma students at St Vincent College - are lodged in the local 

Studies section of the Gosport Discovery Centre. 

Honorary Treasurer’s Report 

I took over from the Society’s former Hon Treasurer after the AGM taking full control in July, 

working from the financial report presented at the AGM.  The Society account is now maintained 

on a computer spreadsheet as befits up to date banking and accounting practice.  I would 

encourage all members to pay membership or any other fees by the electronic banking, 

formerly BACS transfer, now called ‘Faster Payments’ using the Bank Code: 09:06:66 Account 

No: 40966415. Use your name as the reference or both initials together with your name if a joint 

membership.  It would also be helpful if you email the membership/social secretary 

(membership@gosportsociety.co.uk) advising her of your transfer payment for social or 

membership payments, or for all other payments the Treasurer 

(treasurer@gosportsociety.co.uk).  I am quite happy never to see a cheque again - and just think 

of all the environmental benefit of not transferring bits of paper around by post or various 

forms of transport! 

Financially the Society remains well founded and the increase in the membership fee to £12 was 

calculated to meet the regular running costs of the Society, providing all the social events 

remain cost neutral. As all the Society Officers are volunteers the only routine costs are for the 

archives and records storage facility and for meeting rooms.  The £12 membership fee was set 

assuming everybody is paying the correct £12 membership rate, sadly not all members are, so 

this responsibility is not equally shared, please revise your standing order and refresh your gift 

aid declaration if required.   

A more recent imbalance in our routine costs is because Hampshire County Council, after 

refurbishing and rearranging the Discovery Centre where we hold meetings and membership 

presentations, are significantly increasing their costs. The Chairman and Secretary are actively 

looking for alternative and cheaper venues in order to help retain the former financial status 

mailto:membership@gosportsociety.co.uk


quo but unless cheaper suitable alternatives are found then there is likely to be a slight 

drawdown from reserves. 

Lee-on-the-Solent Report  

The first half of “Daedalus Park”, the industrial site opposite the Coastguard Hangar, is almost 

complete and fully occupied, with the second half now under construction.   Construction is also 

starting on the two housing sites to provide 200 homes of mixed types. Approval has been given 

to demolish the former airbase hangar of OVERLORD and to re-develop the DUNNING hangar, 

“the home of the boat moulding company”.  

 “Daedalus Drive” the new through road from the CEMAST traffic lights that is barricaded closed 

at the Stubbington Lane end is likely to remain closed while still busy with construction traffic.  

The redevelopment of the Sailing Club on the seafront has been approved, following several 

resubmissions and design changes.  While the plans include nine flats as well as facilities for the 

Sailing Club and thus is yet another large seafront building the design changes mean it will 

blend in better with the seafront architecture.  The former laundrette in the high street, another 

empty building and locally known as “pigeon central” is still in the planning stage but hopefully 

will see progress soon. 

The other development that has caused a lot of local interest is a proposal for a modern flat 

roofed multi- occupancy building to replace the house at 2 Osbourne Road.  This building, on the 

corner of Osbourne and Montserrat Roads and near the church would be a complete change in 

style from the surrounding residential properties that are the hallmark of the 1880’s plan and 

development of the central town.  Gosport Borough Council has rejected the proposal but the 

developer is taking the case to Planning Appeal. The Lee Residents Association supported by the 

Gosport Society and Gosport Borough Council have started on a draft West Central Lee planning 

guideline document which will help with the appropriateness of architecture in this area. 

Unfortunately it takes a long time for these documents to become effective and then only after 

public consultation and adoption in the local plan. So we have to hope that the Planning 

Inspector will agree to conserve the architectural character of this part of Lee.  

On the airfield, which is owned and controlled by Fareham Borough Council, there is initial 

work on the construction of the National Air Traffic Service(NATS) radar tower.  This is adjacent 

to the former North-South Runway near the Innovation Centre and new airfield hangars.  

Nearer to the Peel Common roundabout the steelwork construction for the tall converter 

building of the National Grid IFA2 project is about to appear. The immense scale of this project, 

both onshore and offshore, will become more evident next year with road works across 

Stubbington Lane as the power cables from France cross the road and the airfield to the 

converter building.  There will be an event open to the public, probably to be held in CEMAST 

(the engineering college) later this year to enable the public to get a better insight about the 

IFA2 project.   

Honorary Secretary’s Report & Speaker Programme 

Data Protection Laws 

We are striving to become fully compliant with the General Data Protection Regulations which 

came into force on 25 May 2018.  As explained in the previous newsletter, the data collected and 



stored by the Gosport Society is limited to your address, phone number and email address 

(where applicable).  We do not and will not disclose the data we hold about you to anyone 

outside the Society Committee without your consent. 

The new laws require that we must have your confirmation to contact you by post, telephone or 

e-mail and that it must be an “active” confirmation from you.  Therefore, we have included on 

the new Membership Application Form and Renewal Form the following rider: 

“Completion of this form permits Gosport Society to use your data to contact you and supply 

Newsletters.  The data remains your property and will not be passed on.” 

Like all other groups and clubs that we have spoken to, we do not expect to be fully compliant 

within the first year of operation.  However, we are encouraging existing members to help us by 

signing a similarly worded slip of paper whilst attending our Wednesday evening meetings.  To 

date, a data protection consent slip has been signed by 24 members, thus, 18% of the total 

membership are fully compliant.  If you have not already done so, then please sign one of the 

consent slips when you attend a future meeting. 

Speaker Programme: January – June 2019 

The (continuing) programme of talks to be given at our monthly meetings for the 2018/19 

season are as follows: 

Wed. 9 January Haslar Barracks. Speaker: Rob Harper 

Wed. 13 February Trafalgar: The Nelson Touch. Speaker: Paul Chamberlain 

Wed. 13 March The Pubs of Gosport.  Speaker: Dave Rowland 

Wed. 10 April Village Pumps of Southern England. Speaker: Alex Vincent. 

Wed. 8 May The Mills of Gosport. Speaker: Sheila Viner 

Wed. 12 June Annual General Meeting & Social Event. 

Malcolm Stevens, Honorary Secretary 

 

Membership Secretary’s Social Report 

SS Shieldhall event 30 June 2018  

A keen group of members boarded the SS Shieldhall and sailed out along Southampton water 

towards Brambles Bank, enjoying the sights and sounds of The Solent. The weather could not 

have been better, a slight breeze but very warm and sunny. We were able to investigate any part 

of the ship including the engine room. Several members took advantage of this, to witness the 

workings of this famous steamship. We passed three cruise ships with which we exchanged 

‘hooter’ calls, they all seem to have their own signature hooter tunes. The crew was very 

friendly and helpful, making the trip very enjoyable.  

 



 

Trafalgar Day Afternoon Tea and Quiz 21 October 2018  

On a very lovely sunny afternoon several members met at The Anglesey Arms Hotel for tea, a 

good natter and a quiz. Paul and Meg joined us for the afternoon, it was lovely to see Paul so 

well and happy. Also there was our Mayor, Diane Furlong, and her husband, Raymond. Diane 

was able to relax at this event and just be a member. We were also joined by a lovely young lady 

- George and Sue Blower’s granddaughter. It was a pleasure to have her in our company. Liz 

Stevens just about made the tea as she had been ‘tap dancing’ with Adam Garcia, tap dancer and 

star of stage and screen. (He did Bruce Forsyth’s tribute on TV). Malc Stevens was an excellent 

Quiz Master. His quiz made the afternoon even more special and it certainly ‘got the little grey 

cells working’, Richard was MC and Louis Murray gave a vote of appreciation for everyone’s 

attendance. Thank you each and everyone for making it an enjoyable afternoon.  

A Gosport Link to the Blue Peter 60th birthday 

 

                            An interesting tale from Richard Cook, executive committee member. 

 

“In 1978 (approx.) Shep the Blue Peter dog visited Gosport together with his presenter John 

Noakes. Shep was measured up at a local company, Crewsaver Marine Equipment Ltd of Mumby 

Road Gosport, for a dog’s lifesaving jacket. Everyone was very excited by the visit and Shep was 

taken around the factory to meet all the girls. Shep was measured up by Joyce, manageress of 

the Sewing Room, and the lifejacket was made by Maria, the head machinist. I know this as I was 

Production Director at the time. 

GHOD 2018 Review 

This year’s Gosport Heritage Open Days spanned eight days and was another record-breaking 

event. The number of visitors this year was 16,701, which is up 11.4% on last year. 

The feedback forms showed that 97% of attendees found the events very enjoyable or 

enjoyable. The Gosport Heritage Open Days events attracted local people as well as from further 

afield, including all over Europe, Australia and Canada.   



The 76 free events were manned by 304 volunteers who worked an astounding 6,277 hours, 

bringing the cost per visit to a grand total of … 13p. That seems to represent extraordinarily 

good value for money. 

At the ‘After HODs 2018 Party’ held for the volunteers, Terry Rhodes, chair of GHOD, thanked 

everyone involved for making the events so interesting and stimulating. She drew attention to 

some of the remarkable statistics over the years. In 2009 there were 970 visitors, by 2018 there 

were 16,701. 

 

There were several volunteers in attendance, including Terry and Daniella Lawson who gave 

rides on Ivy, their 46 year old Provincial bus that they have owned for 23 years. Terry is a 

Trustee of the Provincial Society, which has just restored a 1943 bus that ran for the first time 

this year. 

    
Photos of two of the buses used on the 2018 GHOD free bus service. From Terry & 

Daniella Lawson. 

Brenda Margetts closed the party with her moving talk “Lost Souls”, a very popular GHODs 

event telling a WW1 family story of love and loss. She has given her talk at Fort Brockhurst for 

the last three years. 

The GHOD team is looking for new volunteers for next year, to help with design of the 

programme and flyer, marketing, booking, admin and resource management, collating visitor 

feedback, general admin, coordinating booking registrations in June, promoting the 2019 events 

at markets, summer shows and carnivals and being the ‘sheepdog’ at walking events. 



In 2019 it is the 25th anniversary for HODs nationally (although Gosport  HOD will be 

celebrating 27 years).  The dates for HODs next year are 13 – 22 September inclusive and the 

theme for next years HODs is ‘People Power’. 

This year saw the first Heritage Open Days photography competition. It had over 300 

submissions from all over the country. The winning photograph was of the Royal Hospital, 

Gosport, taken by Jason Brodie-Browne. Andy Henderson, HODs social media and photography 

production manager commented on the image: 

“For me, Jason’s photo really communicates one of the best things about Heritage Open Days, 

the ability to venture behind usually closed doors and discover a different side to your local 

heritage. This is a well thought-out, clever image that has a real sense of mystery and intrigue. A 

worthy winner of our first photography competition”  

 

 

                        © Jason Brodie-Browne - Our winning image, taken at the Royal Hospital 

Haslar. 

   So put the 2019 dates in your diary, tell your friends and family and make next year another 

record-breaking year for Gosport and its outstanding historic heritage. 

 

The Gosport Steampunk Subaquatic event (29th and 30th September 2018) 

In early October the Gosport Steampunk Society celebrated their second anniversary. What 

better way to mark this momentous event than to hold their second Subaquatic Steampunk 

Weekend? 

Over the last weekend of September intrepid Steampunk adventurers from around the country 

flocked to the Royal Navy Submarine Museum in Gosport to experience a ‘fantastical steampunk 

world full of nautical wonders, gadgets and gizmos, where steam power and Queen Victoria 

reign.’ 



Photo by Ron Yate of Ron Yates Photography 

(www.roanaldyatesphotography.co.uk)  

Gosport Society Executive Committee member, Sue Courtney went undercover (with 

photographer Alan Dent) to find out all about Steampunkt and Nerf Guns! 

Steampunk embodies the ideals of friendship and community. Basically “turn up with goggles 

and you’re in” is the ethos and a steampunk will be warmly welcomed into any group anywhere 

in the world whether you are a ‘newbie’ or a committed member. The inspiration for Seampunk 

goes back to19th century Victorian writers, such as Jules Verne and H.G. Wells. Basically it asks 

the question ‘if steampower was still the main source of power, how would life look” The 

Gosport Steampunk Society state that 

“Steampunk is an alternative history based on an extension of the Victorian technologies of 

steam and clockwork, rather than those based on electronics and the internal combustion 

engine. It is the future as the Victorians saw it.  

“Think ‘War of the Worlds’ meets ‘20,000 Leagues under the Sea’ with a healthy dose of ‘The 

League of Extraordinary Gentlemen’, and then just add your imagination. Steampunking is 

costuming, creating, socialising and, above all, Being Splendid!” 

They hold monthly convivials at the Fighting Cocks in Clayhall Road on the first Tuesday of 

every month and all are most warmly welcomed – costumed or not. 

Nerf Gun duelling 

Steampunks need to own a Nerf gun so they can defend themselves against Martian attack, 

should the need arise. They are all absolutely original and vary in size from teeny handbag sized 

to enormous weapons of ‘mass destruction’! 

One of the highlights of the weekend was a Nerf gun duelling contest the final of which was all 

female.  

http://www.roanaldyatesphotography.co.uk/


                                               

A Nerf gun contestant takes aim.                                    Let the duel commence. 

The Ladysmith Tea-Run 

In the arena visitors had the opportunity to participate in the Ladysmith Tea Run competition. 

It has a fictional backstory based in the time of the British Empire, in which Lady Forton and her 

husband are viewing the siege of Ladysmith, whilst enjoying afternoon tea. As the battle rages 

they realise that they would be afforded a better view if they moved higher up. So the whole tea 

(table, chairs, cups, saucers, teapots, cakes) must be moved over a series of obstacles and set up 

again.  Participants are timed to sit down to tea, pack it all up and move it through an obstacle 

course and set it up again. 

Tea duelling 

There was much tea duelling during the weekend with the event presided over by Lady 

Twining, the Tiffin Mistress and her assistant Miss Penelope Gertrude Tips, Potmaster. 

  The Potmaster pours the brew. 

Tea duelling has a set of very important rules and the Tiffin Mistress and Potmaster ensured 

that they were adhered to. There is a pot of tea and jug of milk which are poured into the cups 

(not mugs) by the Potmaster who them tests the temperature of each brew to assess the 

dunking time –the hotter the brew the shorter the dunk. 

The weapon of choice for the duel is a malted milk biscuit. 

There are three possible outcomes to be avoided if possible 



1. The ‘Splash’ where the dunked biscuit falls back into the cup. 
2. The ‘Splat’ where the dunked biscuit falls onto the table. 
3. The Splodge’ where the dunked biscuit falls onto the dueller. 

Once the temperature and dunk time have been decided the duellers shake hands. They then 

have to insult each other. If they are unable to think of a suitable insult for their opponent they 

may select an insult from the Box of Venom. Protection, in the form of a napkin, is then selected 

and placed. 

The Tiffin Mistress then instructs the duellers to select their weapon (there is a rule stating that 

there must be six biscuits to choose from) and hold it above their cup until told to dunk. The 

Tiffin Mistress counts the appropriate number of seconds and then the duellers are instructed 

to remove their biscuit from the brew. 

They then hold their biscuit up and wait. When the opponent’s biscuit drops you have to cram 

your own biscuit into your mouth before it drops. 

                     

There were four rounds, two semi finals and a final to find a winner of each contest. All great 

fun, very exciting and completely bonkers. 

Mark Winterford is the man who was responsible for the Subaquatic event. He works for the 

Royal Naval museums and is the link between Stuart Markham, founder of the Gosport 

Steampunk Society, and the Royal Naval Submarine Museum. The museum gives funding for the 

event and both parties enjoy a good relationship. 

This was the second year of the Subaquatic Steampunk weekend event and Mark has found that 

it gets easier each time. He asked for feedback from attendees last year and implemented the 

ideas to make improvements this year. He has already begun to plan for next year’s event (28th 

and 29th September 2019).  

There will be new performers and the event will be even bigger with more creative ideas, more 

displays and more joyous, bonkers fun. 

The food stall offerings this year were much improved from last year and included artisan 

sausages, craft beers, baked potatoes, sandwiches and a vegetarian, vegan and gluten free stall. 

Tea, coffee, water and soft drinks were available and the Velvet Buccaneer provided cocktails 

and other alcoholic refreshments in their quirky bar. 



The museum is open to the public throughout the event weekend, which gives visitors access to 

all the extra attractions in the form of stalls, entertainment, music, great food and a wonderful 

welcome. So pop the date in your diary and come along to next year’s event to see what it is all 

about. 

 

THE END – OR IS IT THE BEGINNING OF THE END? OR IS IT THE END OF THE BEGINNING? 

OR SHOULD IT NEVER HAVE STARTED IN THE FIRST PLACE.? IN WHICH CASE IT WOULD 

NOT HAVE NEEDED AN ENDING. 

 

                          …………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


